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NOTES
Survivorship Deeds in Ohio
The term "survivorship deed" is commonly used in Ohio to describe a
deed conveying land to two persons with express language that the survivor
shall take the whole estate.1 No Ohio case dearly states exactly how the
survivor takes.
The grantees in a "survivorship deed" might be (1) joint tenants; (2)
tenants by the entirety if they are husband and wife; (3) tenants in com-
mon for life with (a) contingent remainders, or (b) a vested remainder in
one subject to being divested by an executory interest in the other; (4) ten-
ants in common in fee with executory interests.
At common law a transfer to A and B and their heirs without qualify-
ing words created a joint tenancy if A and B were not husband and wife.2
If A and B were husband and wife, they would take as tenants by the en-
tirety.' If A and B took as joint tenants, on the death of either, the sur-
vivor had the whole estate,4 unless during their joint lives A or B had
1 Cases in which the survivor takes the entire interest in personal property in accord-
ance with a contract are clearly distinguishable from cases involving survivorship
deeds.
22 BL. COMM. *180.
3id. at '182.
'Id. at "183.
